
Order of Service: Nov 28, 2021, 10AM
First Sunday of Advent

All Saints’ Episcopal Church

This service is livestreamed on social media and recorded.

The Welcome

Sign up for email communications (our primary source of current information) on
our website allsaintsmd.org in the top navigation.

Are you new? If you've just found our church during this period of life,
we'd love to learn more about you. Please scan our QR code or tap to �ll
out our welcome form and a member of our "Connect Team" with be in
touch with you shortly.

Virtual daily worship o�erings continue! Find our community life o�erings listed
on our webpage, allsaintsmd.org/worship or on our facebook page,
facebook.com/allsaintsfredmd.

Contribute to All Saints’ online at allsaintsmd.org/donate or mail your check to the
church o�ce 106 W Church St. 21701.

Join us for a Holy Advent in the Candlelight, Close to Home
Sundays at 4pm

Nov 28 Making Advent Wreaths
Together we will make Advent wreaths in the Great Hall and receive a comprehensive

Advent booklet, “Close to Home” to invite us into reflection and prayer this season. Please bring
your own wreath form if you are able to do so. We will provide greens and candles, we have some
extra wreaths. Join us in the candlelight of hope.

Dec 5 Advent Lessons & Carols
Join us in the historic church for this service of readings, carols and anthems presented by

the All Saints’ Ringers and the All Saints’ Choir.  Scripture lessons help us gather with our
faithful ancestors, awaiting the coming of Christ. Join us in the candlelight of peace.
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Dec 12 Guest Musician, Thomas Keesecker
Tom will share his piano music from his best-selling piano collections and offer poetry

from Wendell Berry, Mary Oliver, Daniel Berrigan and others. Tom, from the piano, will also
lead those gathered in a few hymns of the season. Join us in the candlelight of joy.

Dec 19 Longest Night (Blue Christmas) Worship Service
This “Longest Night” worship service provides space for prayer, reflection, and

remembrance amid the holiday hustle and bustle. If you have experienced a loss and need a space
for grief and comfort, quiet and healing, join us in the candlelight of love.

Dec 24 Christmas Eve Worship
2pm Children’s Pageant, Great Hall
4pm Youth Led Worship, Great Hall
7pm Festival Eucharist, Historic Church
10pm Candlelight Mass, Historic Church

Adult Formation
Advent “Visio Divina” - Meditation with Eyes Wide Open
Come for a soulful series, reconnecting with the sacred and ancient practice of Visio Divina, divine
seeing, using art to focus your prayer.
Sundays, 11:30am-1:00pm in person, Parish Hall
Wednesdays, 6:00-7:30pm on Zoom, ID: 899 9308 5156  Passcode: 223657

Youth Formation
Dec 5, 12, 19 Sundays at 11:30am, Faithful Followers Room
Dec. 17 7-10pm , Youth Christmas Party
Dec. 24 4pm, Christmas Eve Worship

Prelude
Savior of the Nations, Come - J.S. Bach

Welcome
We invite you to gather your body, mind, and spirit into a worshipful state with us this
morning.
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Procession and Hymn
O Come, O Come, Emmanuel

Opening Acclamation
Blessed are you, holy and living One.
You come to your people and set them free.

O Holy Wisdom, direct us on your path. Guide us with your teachings and open our
hearts to accept your embrace, that we may serve you in peace and grace. Amen.
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Kyrie

Invoking the Light of Advent
A: We hope for a world where all are fed.
B: We hope for a world with more bridges than walls.
A: We hope for a world with wide open doors.
B: We hope for a world with contagious laughter.
A: We hope and long for that world.
B: We are homesick for that world.
A: So today we light the candle of hope, because hope keeps our hearts alive as we wait.
B: We are close to home. May we carry hope with us. Amen.
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A�rmation of Light
Watch For Messiah

Collect of the Day
The Lord  be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.

Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works of darkness, and put on the
armor of light, now in the time of this mortal life in which your Son Jesus Christ
came to visit us in great humility; that in the last day, when he shall come again in
his glorious majesty to judge both the living and the dead, we may rise to the life
immortal; through him who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and for ever. Amen.

The Reading Jeremiah 33:14-16
The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will ful�ll the promise I made
to the house of Israel and the house of Judah. In those days and at that time I will
cause a righteous Branch to spring up for David; and he shall execute justice and
righteousness in the land. In those days Judah will be saved and Jerusalem will live
in safety. And this is the name by which it will be called: "The Lord is our
righteousness."
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The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm 25: 1-9

1 To you, O Lord, I lift up my soul;
my God, I put my trust in you; *
let me not be humiliated,
nor let my enemies triumph over me.

2 Let none who look to you be put to shame; *
let the treacherous be disappointed in their schemes. Refrain

3 Show me your ways, O Lord, *
and teach me your paths.

4 Lead me in your truth and teach me, *
for you are the God of my salvation;
in you have I trusted all the day long. Refrain

5 Remember, O Lord, your compassion and love, *
for they are from everlasting.

6 Remember not the sins of my youth and my transgressions; *
remember me according to your love
and for the sake of your goodness, O Lord. Refrain

7 Gracious and upright is the Lord; *
therefore he teaches sinners in his way.

8 He guides the humble in doing right *
and teaches his way to the lowly.

9 All the paths of the Lord are love and faithfulness *
to those who keep his covenant and his testimonies. Refrain
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Music at the Sequence
Signs of ending all around us

The Gospel Luke 21:25-36
The Holy Gospel of our Savior Jesus Christ according to Luke.
Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Jesus said, "There will be signs in the sun, the moon, and the stars, and on the
earth distress among nations confused by the roaring of the sea and the waves.
People will faint from fear and foreboding of what is coming upon the world, for
the powers of the heavens will be shaken. Then they will see 'the Son of Man
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coming in a cloud' with power and great glory. Now when these things begin to
take place, stand up and raise your heads, because your redemption is drawing
near."

Then he told them a parable: "Look at the �g tree and all the trees; as soon as they
sprout leaves you can see for yourselves and know that summer is already near. So
also, when you see these things taking place, you know that the kingdom of God
is near. Truly I tell you, this generation will not pass away until all things have
taken place. Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away.

"Be on guard so that your hearts are not weighed down with dissipation and
drunkenness and the worries of this life, and that day catch you unexpectedly, like
a trap. For it will come upon all who live on the face of the whole earth. Be alert at
all times, praying that you may have the strength to escape all these things that
will take place, and to stand before the Son of Man."

The Gospel of our Savior.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

The Sermon The Rev. Adrien P. Dawson

A�rmation of Faith Said by all.
We believe in God, Creator of all:
The two-legged, the four-legged, the winged ones,
and those that crawl upon the earth
and swim in the waters.

We believe in God, One Who Walked with Us:
Our Brother Jesus born in humility,
who lived and died for us and
who will come again to bring us to glory.
We believe in God, Spirit with Us:
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Ever present and ever guiding, upholding us and
showing us the principles to live by.
We hear God’s voice through the prophets.
Creator, One Who Walked with Us, Spirit with Us,

Holy One:  We are named in the waters of baptism as your own,
all of us related, all of us your children.
We watch for signs of your homecoming
and thank you for this sacred circle of life. Amen.

Prayers of the People
God of the weary and waiting,
Scripture tells us that where two or more are gathered, you are there.
So we trust that you are here—listening to these words, drawing us close, stirring hope
awake in us.  And for that we are grateful.
We lift our hearts in gratitude.

Today, Holy God, we feel close to home, close to you..
when the choir sings,
when the candles are lit,
when we enter this space and someone knows our name.
When our children are curious,
when we �nd moments of true connection,
when we are brave enough to be who you call us to be.

However, God, even with gratitude for our close-to-home moments, we also recognize
that buried deep within us we have homesick hearts.

Holy God, we are homesick.  We are longing…
For a world we have not seen.
For a world where oceans are clean, trees are green,
and animals are not endangered.
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For a life where days feel expansive and Sabbath feels possible.
For days where mental health is not stigmatized,
time is not a commodity,
and self-worth is not a scarcity.

God who never leaves us alone, we are carrying both hope and homesickness all at the
same time. Hold these two sides of the same coin tenderly, and fan the �ame of both.
We believe that hope is a gift and homesickness is a reminder.
For your presence in our hearts and in our heartbreak,
we lift our hearts in gratitude.

Concluding Prayer
Creator and lover of our souls: as you receive our prayers, teach us to release our
burdens and accept your love. May your love be the deepest reality of our lives, and
may we o�er real love to others. Amen.

Confession and Absolution
Let us confess our sins to God.
God of all mercy, we confess that we have sinned against you, opposing your
will in our lives. We have denied your goodness in each other,  in ourselves, and
in the world you have created. We repent of the evil that enslaves us,  the evil
we have done, and the evil done on our behalf. Forgive, restore, and strengthen
us through our Savior Jesus Christ, that we may abide in your love and serve
only your will. Amen.

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through the grace of Jesus
Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in
eternal life. Amen.

The Peace
The peace of God be with you.
And also with you.
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At this time, we invite you to share peace with the community in your household, or those
with whom you are connected digitally.  Hug a family member or furry friend, or text
someone dear to you.

O�ertory Sentence
O Lord our God, you are worthy to receive glory and honor and power; because you
have created all things, and by your will they were created and have their being.
Let us with gladness present the o�erings and oblations of our life and labor to the
Lord.

We invite you to give generously to the mission and ministry of All
Saints’. To provide financial support of the church, use this link or visit
allsaintsmd.org and click donate.

Preparation of the Altar
Christ Hath a Garden - Gerald Near

Christ hath a garden walled around, a paradise of fruitful ground, chosen by love and fenced by
grace from out the world’s wide wilderness.

Like trees of spice his servants stand, there planted by his mighty hand; by Eden’s gracious
streams that �ow to free their beauty where they grow.

Awake, o wind of heav’n, and bear their sweetest perfume through the air: stir up, O boughs
that bloom, till the beloved Master come:

That he may come and linger yet among the trees that he hath set; that he may evermore be
seen to walk amid the springing green.

As the altar is being set for Eucharist, we invite you to prepare your own home altar. If
you received pre-consecrated wafers, please prepare them for communion at this time.
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Presentation of the Gifts
We offer to God our gifts of life, labor, and love.

The Great Thanksgiving EOW Prayer 3
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

The Celebrant offers our thanks to God for the grace and mercy made available to us in
Christ:

Wondrous are you, Holy One of Blessing, all you create is a sign of hope for our
journey; And so as the morning stars sing your praises we join the heavenly beings and
all creation as we shout with joy:

The Celebrant gives thanks to God for the reconciling work of Christ’s passion and
resurrection and prays over the bread and wine.
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And so, remembering all that was done for us: the cross, the tomb, the resurrection and
ascension, longing for Christ’s coming in glory, and presenting to you these gifts your
earth has formed and human hands have made, we acclaim you, O Christ:
Dying, you destroyed our death.
Rising, you restored our life.
Christ Jesus, come in glory!

Send your Holy Spirit upon us and upon these gifts of bread and wine that they may
be to us the Body and Blood of your Christ. Grant that we, burning with your
Spirit’s power, may be a people of hope, justice and love.

Giver of Life, draw us together in the Body of Christ, and in the fullness of time gather
us with all your people into the joy of our true eternal home.

Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,
we worship you our God and Creator in voices of unending praise.
Blessed are you now and for ever.  Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer
As our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say:
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your Name, your kingdom come, your will
be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our
sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial, and
deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now
and for ever. Amen.
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The Fraction Anthem

The church community gathered in-person is asked to either receive communion at one of
our two standing stations.  For those with mobility issues, please let an usher know if you
need communion brought to you. Please open your palm flat so the clergy can carefully
drop the wafer into your hand without touching.
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The church community gathered in their homes are invited to share and consume the
communion bread they have received from the church.  If you did not pick up communion
bread before the worship service and would like to participate next week, sign up here.

The Communion Hymn
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The Post Communion Prayer
Faithful God, in the wonder of your wisdom and love  you fed your people in
the wilderness with the bread of angels, and you sent  Jesus to be the bread of
life.  We thank you for the Body of Christ, the bread of heaven, and for the
o�ering of Christ’s holy presence, the gift of spiritual  communion, which
feeds us when we must be apart.  By the power of the Holy  Spirit, may we
become One Body in the sacrament of Christ’s Body. Transform our lives with
your life, for the love we share becomes bread for the world.  Amen.

The Blessing
May Almighty God, by whose providence our Savior Christ came amongst us in great
humility, sanctify you with the light of his blessing and set you free from all sin.
Amen.

May he whose second coming in power and great glory we await, make you steadfast in
faith, joyful in hope, and constant in love. Amen.

May you, who rejoice in the �rst Advent of our Redeemer, at his second Advent be
rewarded with unending life. Amen.

And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon
you and remain with you for ever. Amen.
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Recessional and Hymn

The Dismissal
We embody the resurrection story.  Alleluia, alleluia!
Let us go forth and journey with resilient faith.  Alleluia, alleluia!
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Postlude
Toccata on “Veni Emmanuel” - Page C. Long

Once clergy and the altar party have recessed, we invite you to be seated and receive this
gift of music, a prayer, sending us out into the world.

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from
One License with license #727563-A

Reach out to our staff
Mtr. Adrien Dawson, Rector
adawson@allsaintsmd.org

Rev. Jessica Holthus, Associate Rector
jholthus@allsaintsmd.org

Rev. Elaine Prince, Assisting Priest

Adam Koch, Music Director
akoch@allsaintsmd.org

Alyssia Turner, Parish Administrator
aturner@allsaintsmd.org

Jay Colley, Facility Manager
jcolley@allsaintsmd.org

Nancy McArthur, Sexton
nmcarthur@allsaintsmd.org
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